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"Lessons from Finland:
Teaching and Learning in Finland"

Lecturer: Dr. Tiina Matikainen

Visiting Lecturer at Keio University SFC

This lecture will firstly provide an overview of the Finnish educational system
and the national teacher education curriculum. Special emphasis will be placed
on foreign language teacher education. In addition, the lecture will outline the
successes and the challenges of the Finnish system. Lastly, the lecture will
attempt to identify some lessons from the Finnish system that could benefit the
Japanese educational system and teacher training programs.

Lecturer’s Bio:

Dr. Tiina Matikainen (Ed.D., Temple University Japan) has been teaching English to second-language
learners since 1999 in both the United States and Japan. Originally from Finland, she has been teaching EFL
and second language acquisition undergraduate and graduate courses in Japan for the last 15 years. Before
coming to Japan, she taught academic English courses in the United States. Currently she is a Visiting
Lecturer at Keio University in the Faculty of Environment and Information Studies at Shonan-Fujisawa
Campus, and also teaching as an adjunct English instructor of NYUSPS Tokyo where she is involved in
teacher training programs for Japanese English teachers in public elementary, junior high, and high schools.
Tiina’s research interests.include L2 lexicon, English for Academic Purposes programs, L2 academic writing,
non-native English speaker teachers (NNESTS), and teacher and student beliefs.
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