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8 H : Improving University Entrance Exams: Can we escape “exam hell” ?

W % : This presentation shows the results of ongoing efforts to make university entrance
exams more suitable for this purpose: (i) better matched to typical candidate levels; (ii) better
able to discriminate across a wide range of ability levels, allowing use by different
departments; and (iii) more consistent in level, and therefore fairer, across exam dates. The
results of 93 English entrance exams from Daito Bunka University are analysed to show the
effects of accumulated changes to the exam-writing process between 2002 and 2018, with an
ever-increasing use of information from previous exams to guide the production of current
exams. The overall result is clear: over this period, the exam sets have been made more
consistent in level, and more reliable for their purpose of sorting candidates by English level,
even despite an increase in required workload, and a decrease in personnel and time available.

Though many challenges remain, these are largely outside the control of the writers.
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B 2Z: He had his girlfriend come to his place two days ago ® X 9 7 have {i#% 3 & He
had a stranger come to his place two days ago @ K 9 72 have ZFI|H L 72 #F 4 &9 3013 &K H
HFI7eEEIIR CTh o0, BERIISCHERD ZENRH D, £ TI ORI REGEIXMmTICdE
M9 2% EM L LT abstract predetermined possession from the idea of contact &\ 9 i)
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